Robert Lewis Salmon
October 12, 1929 - April 29, 2022

Robert "Bob" Lewis Salmon, Lt. Commander, USN (Retired) passed away at his home on
April 29, 2022 at the age of 92 surrounded by his loving family.
Bob was born in Columbia, Missouri in October 1929, to John Leland and Lillie Salmon.
He graduated from Chillicothe High School in Chillicothe, Illinois. He soon enlisted in the
United States Navy and after attending Officer’s Candidate School, he was commissioned
as an officer and received his wings in 1955. While stationed at NAS Pensacola, he met
the love of his life, Ola Anderson Salmon and they were married in August 1955. The two
were each other’s lifelong companions and best friends and were married for over 66
years.
Together, Bob and Ola served their country assigned to various duty stations in
Jacksonville, FL, Norfolk, VA, Washington DC, Newfoundland, Denver, San Diego, Italy,
Spain, Iceland, Milton, FL and more. Bob was stationed aboard the USS Oriskany during
the Vietnam War. While in the Navy, he was a pilot, an Intelligence Specialist, Aerial
Photographer, Transportation Officer, Communications Officer with his final assignment for
the Navy as a Flight Instructor at Whiting Field, near Milton, FL. Bob flew many different
types of airplanes including the EC-121 WV-2 Willie Victor, Sea planes, T-28 just to name
a few. After completing 20 years of service, Bob retired from the Navy with an Honorable
Discharge.
Post-military, Bob attended Auburn University, graduating in 1977 with a degree in
Pharmacy and was employed at Sacred Heart Hospital for approximately 20 years.
The best phrase that describes Bob is “He asked for so little, but gave so much”.
He was a man of many talents and enjoyed assisting his friends and family in a variety of
different projects. Bob was known to participate in home construction and repairs, the
building of decks and barns and was extremely knowledgeable in automotive repair. Bob
had a love for science fiction as well as science and technology. He was an early

computer enthusiast, teaching himself the necessary skills and programming languages
necessary to write his own programs. No matter the situation, or how badly something
was broken, we could always count on him to put it and us back together. Some of Bob’s
favorite things were spending time with his ever-growing family, boating, fishing, studying
astronomy, cheering on his grandkids in their many soccer games, walking on the beach,
watching Star Trek and eating Katelyn’s delicious chocolate chip cookies.
With his wife Ola, Bob was a member of Immanuel Lutheran Church where he was
baptized and confirmed at the age of 86.
Bob is preceded in death by his parents and brother, John Leland Salmon, Jr.
Those who are left to cherish his memory are his loving wife, Ola; his two daughters
Pamela Norman (Sam) and Kathy Vance (Danny); his grandchildren Matthew Norman
(Lauren). Timothy Norman (Stephanie), Nicholas Norman (Meredith), Katelyn Howard
(Hunter) and his great grandchildren Aiden, Oliver, Tobias, Sage, Alice, Grant, James,
Theodore, and Porter; his many granddogs and many loving nieces and nephews.
Our heartfelt thanks to Brittany, Jose and the caring team at Vitas Hospice.
A memorial service will be held at Immanuel Lutheran Church at 24 W. Wright Street,
Pensacola, FL on June 1st, 2022, 10:00 am (visitation at 9:30). Interment will follow at
11:30 at Barrancas National Cemetery, NAS Pensacola, FL
Pallbearers are Matthew Norman, Timothy Norman and Nicholas Norman.
In lieu of flowers, we ask for donations to be made to Immanuel Lutheran Church or Vitas
Hospice.
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Comments

“

I remember as small child when my mom and dad flew us down from Chicago down
to Pensacola to visit you, Aunt Ola, Pam and Kathy for the first time. Walking on the
hot sandy beach barefoot trying to make it to the water too cool my feet off, jumping
and running to any patch of vegetation to save myself! I remember confusing you for
my dad because you looked and dressed so alike one another! I remember being in
your garage and seeing all those model planes hanging from the ceiling in the
garage just out of reach, and that trip I also got my first stiches in my lip! My first
failed attempt at water skiing which would be my first of many times being dragged
behind a ski boat! You leave us with soo many fond memories and love you shares
that you will never be far from our hearts. You were a loving husband and father, a
dotting grandfather, and skilled at spoiling your great grandchildren! Love you and
miss you Uncle Bob!

Mike Salmon - May 30 at 12:38 PM

